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UNESCO report reveals 70% of environmental journalists
have been attacked for their work

Paris / Santiago, 3 May 2024 — A new report published by UNESCO on World Press Freedom
Day, 3 May, warns of increasing violence against, and intimidation of journalists reporting on
the environment and climate disruption. At least 749 journalists or news media reporting on
environmental issues have been attacked in the last 15 years, and online disinformation has
surged dramatically in this period. UNESCO is calling for stronger support for environmental
journalists and better governance of digital platforms.

“Without reliable scientific information about the ongoing environmental crisis, we can never hope to
overcome it. And yet the journalists we rely on to investigate this subject and ensure information is
accessible face unacceptably high risks all over the world, and climate-related disinformation is running
rampant on social media. On World Press Freedom Day, we must reaffirm our commitment to defending
freedom of expression and protecting journalists worldwide,” said Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of
UNESCO.

In its new report Press and Planet in Danger, UNESCO analysis revealed instances in which at least
749 journalists and news media outlets reporting on environmental issues were targeted with
murder, physical violence, detention and arrest, online harassment or legal attacks in the period
2009-2023. More than 300 attacks occurred between 2019-2023 — a 42% increase on the preceding
five-year period (2014-2018).

The report, which will be launched at the 2024 World Press Freedom Day Global Conference in
Santiago, Chile from 2-4 May 2024, stresses that the problem is global, with attacks taking place in
89 countries in all regions of the world.

A rise in physical attacks

UNESCQ'’s Observatory of Killed Journalists records the killing of at least 44 journalists investigating
environmental issues over the last 15 years, of which only 5 have resulted in convictions — a shocking
impunity rate of almost 90%. But the report found other forms of physical attack were also prevalent,
with 353 incidents. It also found attacks had more than doubled in recent years, rising from 85 in
2014-2018 to 183 between 2019-2023.

In a consultation of over 900 environmental journalists from 129 countries carried out by UNESCO
in March 2024, 70% reported experiencing attacks, threats or pressure linked to their reporting.
Among these, two-in-five subsequently experienced physical violence.

The data shows that women journalists report being more exposed than men to online harassment,
echoing the trend identified in the UNESCO's previous report The Chilling: global trends in online
violence against women journalists.



https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000389501
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/press-freedom
https://www.unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/observatory
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377223
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377223

In addition to physical attacks, a third of journalists surveyed said they had been censored, and
almost half (45%) said they self-censored when covering the environment, due to fear of being
attacked, having their sources exposed, or due to an awareness that their stories conflicted with the
interests of concerned stakeholders.

A global roadmap against climate disinformation

One of the key outcomes of the World Press Freedom Day Global Conference will be a UNESCO
Global Roadmap against Climate Disinformation, identifying the roles governments, the media,
academia and researchers, civil society and digital platforms can play to support and protect
environmental journalists and promote the integrity of information on the environment and climate
change online.

UNESCO’s Director-General will open the Conference alongside Chilean President Gabriel Boric.
She will announce the launch of a grants programme to provide legal and technical support to over
500 environmental journalists facing persecution, and new initiatives to promote critical thinking
about climate disinformation and to improve the regulation of digital platforms, in line with UNESCOQO’s
Guidelines for the Governance of Digital Platforms, launched in November last year.

Further Reading

e The role of law enforcement agents: ensuring safety of journalists during public
demonstrations and elections
e The “misuse” of the judicial system to attack freedom of expression

About UNESCO

With 194 Member States, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization contributes to
peace and security by leading multilateral cooperation on education, science, culture, communication and
information. Headquartered in Paris, UNESCO has offices in 54 countries and employs over 2300 people.
UNESCO oversees more than 2000 World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and Global Geoparks; networks
of Creative, Learning, Inclusive and Sustainable Cities; and over 13 000 associated schools, university chairs,
training and research institutions. Its Director-General is Audrey Azoulay.

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace must be
constructed” — UNESCO Constitution, 1945.
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